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e entire park 
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forcefully to federa! officials 
a sermior Northern Territory 
govermment: officia ud yes 


tercayv 


A confidentia: report on the 


muning prospects ir! 


has been prepared by a 
Wallsend expert I. estimates 
that the tota’ of 30 
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oO: uran 
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” 
wis 


the Kakadu province ia 


have been doub! 
poration had been permitted 

he report 
ung of the regon 
cise tc 
uranium deposits al 


and Ka on the {mnge of 


ec it tree 
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the park was carried out 
across the sol<covered areas 
f the Mudginberr Mun- 


Maiary pastora. leases 
The study even 
that the Kakadu regio: d 
represent the largest of the 

wor.d s energy resources 
It cin 


of the region 


ioses thal exp.ora 
Mas a.reacy ul 
covered vaiuabdie uranium 
Subsequent work. so far as 
. Nas Deen ad.e to progress 
has intersected a number of 
(ner minera 
says 


seq zone: . 
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AKE SHIPMENTS 


2 wet a ws ~+* ‘ener S) S&S 
TRALIAN in English 13 Nov 8l p 3 
Olas Rothwell) 


THE Northern Territory 


which threaten multi-miuuon 


ernment will defy union Dans 
Uar exports of uranium oxide 


by using non-uruon labor to load barges 


The decision, made vesterday by the Territory's 
and the Minister for Mines, Mr 
the Government's strong stand in 


Miruster, Mr Everingham, 
Tuxworth, underiines 
favor of uranium muung 


Chef 


Stupments of the yellowcake, which includes the first 
extracted from the large Ranger project in the Territory, 
will be loaded on barges at an old flying boat base outside 


Darwin 
The base at East 


\rm has been reconditioned for the 


operation, which will circumvent bans imposed by the 
Northern Territory Seamens Union. 


The union has consistently refused to handle stupments 
from the uraruum mines, and is enforcing the ACTU policy of 
opposiuuon 'o ali mung anc export of uranium. 


The Ranger shipment, 
which is sitting on Darwin 
wharf, must be delivered to 
the customers of the miming 
company, Energy Resources 
of Australa, before Decem- 
ber 31 


Uranium mining in the Ter- 
ritory has become the centre 
of controversy after attempts 
by the Government to boost 
the uranium industry as a 
counter to down-turn in 
other regiona’ mining oper- 
ations. which have resulted in 
the dismissal of more than $00 
skilled workers in the past (wo 
months 


IN DOUBT 


decision 
biocKcade 





The Government s 
to run tne 


sm0n 


comes only two weeks before 
the official opening of the 
Ranger project by the Minis- 
ter for Trade and Resources. 
Mr Anthony. 


The future of two other ura- 
nium sites in the Territory. at 
JablUuka and Koongarra, both 
rear the Kakadu National 
Park. is still in doubt as 
engthy negotiations on devei- 
opment continue between 
traditional Aboriginal land 
owners and prospecting com- 
panies. 

But the uranium industry in 
Queensiand has received a 
tonic from the granting of an 
injunction to the State Gov- 
ermment and Mary Kathleen 
Uranium. which cerders the 
Seamens Union in Brisbane to 
load a cargo of banned yellow- 
cake 
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YELLOWCAKE that has 
been blockaded m Darwin 
for two months ts now 4al- 
most certain to be shipped 


out by union labor 

Talks in Darwin yesterday 
between the Northern Terri- 
tory Government and a top- 
level) union celegation 
achieved a Dreakthrough in 
the dispute 

The waterfrort unions in 
Darwin stopped 29 conta.ners 
of uranium yellowcake nien- 
ded for export to Europe, 
Japanandthe US 

The fate of the yellowcake. 
which includes the first ore 
from. the territory's Mant new 
Ranger uranium mine. [5s 
widely seen as a test case for 
the ACTU's policy of opposi- 
tion to the runing and export 
of uranium 

But a terse Statement re- 
leased after the talks said 
meetings between the Territo- 
rys Chief Minister. Mr Ever- 
ingham. and the ACTU presi- 
dent. Mr Dolan. backed Dy [ed- 
eral secretaries of the ura- 
nium industry unions. cou:d 
lead to resolution of the dis- 
pute 

The union bans on yellow- 
cake, with the consent of local 
unionists, will now be referred 
to the ACTU executive. Mr 
Dolan disclosed that proposi- 


Breakthrough in 
English 3 


Rothwell and 


Dec 81 pl 
Peter Blunden) 


ions had been put to the 


Northern Territory Govern- 
ment. and it had signaiied it 
would accept them 

Next weeks ACTU meeting 
would discuss tactics other 
than the biock'ne? of exports 
and would examine ime whoie 
issue of uranium muning, Mr 
Dolan said 

Talks had been held between 
Mr Everingham and the Terrn- 
vory’s uranium mining compa- 
nies before the meeting. and a 
union conference was held jast 
night to discuss compromise 
proposais to break the dead- 
lock 

Several new factors are 
KNOWN Lo have swayed opinion 
at the Darwin talks. which 
may well produce a revision of 
one of the ACTU's most deter- 
runed policies 

The local unions were war- 
ned by the ACTU that if the 
uranium was not shipped mun- 
ing companies were likely vo 
take action under section 45d 
of the Federa! Trade Practices 
Act. which pronibdits secondary 
boycotts and provides fce- 
heavy f.nes against offenders. 

The result of the meeting in 
Darwin is likely to be the de- 
velopmen: of new. stringent 
safety agreements under 
which the unions can agree to 
load the yellowcake. 


me oOreakthrough came 


Dispute 


against a bactground of 


Territory Government had 
pledged to export the uranium 
on barges using non-union 
jlaocor IL was known that the 
Range mine. which employs 
seveTa: tnousand unionists. 
was so far ahead of its produc- 
tion schedule that could 
close within months and still 
meet most of its contracts 

The recent decision by Bris- 


bane waterlromt workers to 
handie yellowcake from the 
Mary Kathieen mine aiso 


came at a time to weaken the 
Darwin stand 

Local union workers stand to 
benefit directly from the suc- 
cess of the Ranger project 
More tnan i000 members of 
the MusceUaneous Workers 
Union work at the Ranger and 
Nabariek mines. and seven 
unions Nave members in the 
uranium orovince 


Meanwhile the row over ura- 
nium development in South 
AuStraiia int nsified yester- 
Gay as the South Australian 
Government was forced to 
Gelay a bil! paving the way for 
the Roxby Downs uranium 
project 


State Parliament may now 
sit for an extra week to ensure 
that the bil is introduced be- 
fore Christmas 











by umonusts 
iné past two mor 
taken to a tugh-securty stor 
age area vestercay u 
appears to be a man 
to have ii shippec eventually 
by uruon labor 


The yellowcake cargo — the 
centre of a test of will over the 
ACTU's policy of opposition & 
Urarnium muning anc export — 
is Deu g stored south of Dar- 
win Dut will be Drought Dac« 
to tne wharf for loading 
within a fortnight 

The move follows secret 
ta.Ks this weex between the 
Northern Territory Govern- 
ment and a union delegation 
chaired by the president of the 
ACTU. Mr Dolan. 

After the talks, Mr Dolan 
foreshadowed a resolution 
the dispute out said the mat- 
ter would ve referred to next 
week's meeting of the ACTU 
executive 


wha 


hae 2) 
arat 


Ps 


Aithough ACTU policy § s 
strongly against muinyu 4 


g af 
export of uranium on hea’ 
grounds, the team of un 
leaders who came to Darwin o 
Giscuss the dispute were tod 
firmiy by the local branch f 
the Waterside Workers Fece-- 
ation that the members dd 
not wish *o “alienate then- 
seives” from the territory s 


* 


ch 


The “*.>rside workers wee 
cerned that they were 
Wearing the brunt of the 
ACTU policy while other 
unions were operiy Supporting 


the rair ng 

A resolution passed last week 
dy &@ combined mirusag unions 
group conceded that no single 


weesenwvt Seer 


mF oe 
Ue Urarium = 


str men? 
. eo ar =e: 


The ce m to move the yel- 
owcake, which tucludes the 


uranium exports fr 
the giant Rarger nine. was 
taxen by the exporting comp- 
anies as am attemp™ to defuse 
the tense industrial climate 
caused Dy the union Diockade 

A picket iine of unionists 
from the WW. the Transport 
Workers Union and Seamans 
Union allowed the containers 
to be transported from the 
Stokes Hil shart area to their 
new secret Srage Site «a 
Cepot at ifureen Mule on the 
tuart Highway south 
Darwin 


Another s of yeJowcace 
containers is stu) being stored 
at the Eact Arm ianding near 
Darwin It will be moved this 
weeker.c tO a Suipnhur dump 
2 Jkrn east of the city 


The moving of the yellow- 
cake.. coming soon after the 
talks between the Northern 
Terriory Government, min- 
ing companies and union iead- 
ers. appears to be part of a 

ruck to break the 
Darwin Geadiock 


Government sources sa'd the 
yellowcake had been moved at 
union request a8 a preiude to 
Giscussions, and U it was not 
eveniua handled by union 
labor be exported 
through the East Arm Sase 


¥ Ould 
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.Excerpts, THE ACTU moved yes- Darwin next seek to consult 
terda, to blockade th eeners ot = a 
- vv = o tainin i we . na 6 
Northern Territory's uran- form > comenion plan to stop 
lum munes to rewmforce six- the companies from bypassing 
week-old Watersice Worl ers Darwin with thelr yellowcake 
Lruon bans on uranium s.up- shipments 
mcmts through Darwmr - - > All 36 main unmons involved 
Coinciding with the union iM uranium fMmuning, milling 
movement $s tougn new stand and support uperations were 
the Northern Land Counc called :o yesterdays meeting 
which represents the tracac- in Sydney to co-ordinate sup- 
onal ADOrigina. owners o! port for the three ‘front-line 
the region. yestercay Geman- uruons 
Ged a2 reappraisal of muning Mr Dolan said later the prob- 
developments lems facing the Darwin unions 
The uruons sufiemng op- over their actions in pursuit of 
position occurred at a meeting official ACTU policy had been 
of urion leader: in Sydney Ciscussed 
yesterGas chaires by the pres- He said: “We caanot expect 
ident of the ACTU. Mr Dolar indiviGual unions to take act- 
Representatives of 26 unions ion unilaterally without the 
resoived unanimously to mar- support of the whole trade 
shal brosed union suppor’ for uruon movement 
the stand taken by three Dar- The meeting followed a con- 
win urlons — the WWF tne ference last week between the 
Transport Workers Unior anc Chief Minister of the North 
tne Seamens Union — agunst efn Territory. Mr Evering- 
the export of uranium jt.lo8- ham. and ACTU officiais The 
cane meeting had been expecied to 
Yesterdays resolution re- provice some comprormuse over 
Guires electricians. engi .eers Lhe yeLowcake Diockade 
and other key unionists who But the unions decided 
either work at. or suppiy cmt- against heiping any company 
cai equipment. mach nery or government. export uran- 
and goods to. the Range’ and ium. They called o2) ail unions 
Nabar.ek Mi.€5 LO Suppo * Lhe a) laaer sLippor ing acl 
ACTU poucs On, particularly on ‘he supply 
Senior union veaders, u ciud- of goods which make uranium 
ing Mr Doian, wll travei to TUhiNng possidic 
i 99005 








AUSTRALIA looks 4i- 
most certain suppiyv the 
multi-million dollar Briush 
nuciear fuel industry with 
large amounts of uratuum 
yellowcake in the next 20 


years 

he ceve. cal a fol ws re- 
cent top eve. ernment 
talks with tine Brit ish Civu 


Uranium Procurement Durec- 
orate 

The directorates chairman, 
Mr Fred Bonner told the De- 
partment of National Devel- 
opment and Energy that Brit- 
aun hoped Austra. ne would 
supply up to a quarter of its 
ye lowcake needs 

A senior official at the Bru- 
ish High Commission confir- 
med yesterday that Britain 
was trying to build up new 
sources of supply for its ura- 
nium, now bought almost ¢= 
elusively from Narmubdla and 
Canada 

The decision to buy fvel 
irom Australia represents 
what is potentially one of th 
biggest single uranium export 
comtracts vet captured by tne 
local industry 

Mr Bonners age with 
governmert offic in th 
past forin'ght have sawed 1 ne 
way for 4ritish purchase of 
more than 109000 tonnes of 
yellowcake, and the needs of 
the British Centra! Electricity 


sr 2 Dec 8. éi 
Generating Board. Britain's 
electricity utility, are iikel 
incre use 
Nut -ear power which pro-,. 
v.aes adout : i2 per cent o of ft Bri 
tain $e; ecur Le Ly 3 even ily 


expected to supply 20 per cent 
of the nations needs, requir- 

ng adout 60.000 tonnes of ye:- 
lowcake until the turn of the 
cenv.lry 

The K a Va.u 
jected British yevowcaae buy 
Ca.cuiated at the present ce- 
pres:ed aorid price. would de 
more than $200 mullion 

The negotiations are certain 
to increase pressure for an 
AuSt"a’.an enrichment pant, 
which woud doubdie the vaiue 
of export yellowcake. 

Mr Bonner heid 


- _ 
e of the pro- 


aw ff 
oniiger er ' 


tA.K5 WIth acing AuStra.ian 
uranium producers and po- 
tentia, procucers. anc 4& 


Gecusses the format. 
mining and exploration joint 
venture groups in Austrailia 

Ik is mot yet cemain which 
frunes would provice the ex- 

r. fuel, since most of the 
yeiowcaxze from the giant 
Ranger mine is committed. 
ane@ other mines have not yet 
come on stream 

A .oimt vertu 
tween Western Mirung Corp 
and the cirectoratc. anc one is 
planned with Pancontinental 
ihe hoider of Austraias Digé- 
est proven uranium Ceposit at 
Jadbiiuka in the Northern 
Territory 


re exists be- 


The Girectorate is charged 
with assuring & secure supply 
of nuciear fuel for Britain for 
50 years 

Mr Bonner told Federal 
Government officiais the Aus- 


tralian yeuowcake would be 
bought in its raw state, be- 
cause Britain had extensive 


nuclear enmrichment facilitie 
but he suggested this policy 
could De modified after the 
construction of an enrichment 
plant in Australia 

Mr Bonner attended the 
opening of the Ranger cune in 
the Northern Territory last 
month and beld extensive 
talks with company officiais 
on behalf of the three British 
civil uranium users 

Pricing tmechanisms for the 
Suppiy comtiracts are believed 
© have been discussed. but 
since the cost of uranium is 
ime\y tO rise auring the next 

© sears it is Gifficuit to set 
an exact figure on the poten- 
tial valve of the British trade 
The present market price for 
yelowcake is running at about 


Wa kg 
News of the talks will give a 
major boost to the local 


uranium mining industry, 
which has been beret by criti- 
cism of its ambitious pians for 
expansion. om the grounds 
that the market for yellow- 
cake Will not grow enough if 
the next two decades to ac 
comumodate increased Aust rae 
lan exports. 


ee 
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SYDNEY: Australian uranium may soon be providing the fuel for 
generating electricity in Britain as the result of the visit of a high- 


powered delegation. 


The threc man delega 
tion from the British 
Civil Uranium Procure 
nent . Te2r “n° r . 
are a, e x ,7T ’ r c ‘>, ; « 
sib , 7 j y 4 + ° 
‘Tt ’ ts f A : t : 4 ‘ ’ 
nium nr falxs A » iz 4 
eral ministers anc {f 
115 
The delegation wil! dis 
uss the ome . a) > 
pects with local produc 


ers (nis ween 


Mr Fred Bonner, chair 
man of the pr« 
group and deputy alr 


man of Brita n’'s Centr ul 
Electricity Generating 
Board, told a press 
onference yesterday 
that Britain now had 


reached the crucial s#tuge. 


n deciding whether to 
deve'op pressurised wat 
ercooled reactors 

More uranium would be 
meeded to augment exist 
ing supplies from Can 
ada ar Namibla, Mr 
Fionner said 


His organisations would 
not wisn to be dependent 


2m any one source of 
supply 
He sad. “Depending on 


the res iite of at ab in 
viry next year on the 
uture of the domestic 
nuclear programme wwe 
may move off the tradi 
tiona| gas cooled reactors 


te pressurised water 
con.ed reactors whoch 
are more ecasily built and 


somewhat cheaper 


~4 


We are ying ¢t pro 
vice energy Me 
mers at the st poss 

PT ad os 
He said that part of this 
would involve the use of 
nuclear power to produce 


yne-fifth of electricity 
supplies by about 1985 

In England and Wales 
nucicar power now was 
used for about 11 per 


cent of electricity pro 
cuction 

Mr Bonner would not 
disclose the quantity or 


valves of uranium being 
sought but said that it 
was realtively small 

‘It depends on the rate 
at which we proceed 
with our own nuclear 
pregrammes,” he said 
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BRISBANE. — The Queensand 
Government has given ap- 
proval “in principal’ for an 
Australian muning consortium 
to establish a uranium enrich- 
ment plant in the State. 


Government sources said yes- 
terday that Cabinet listed four 
possibile sites between the Gold 
Coast and Townsville that could 
meet the requirements of the 
consortium and the Government. 

The plant would depend on 
Federal Government approval — 
and 4 decision by the companies 
to go ahead. The companies also 
need to buy the technology from 
overseas. 

Yesterday the possibility in- 
creased with reports from the 
US that the Reagan Administra- 
tion had approved the sale of 
classified centrifuge enrichment 
technology, on condition 
Australia and the US Govern- 
ment work out strict safeguards. 

The consortium is called the 
Uranium Enrichment Group of 
Ausiralia (UEGA). The partners 
are BHP, CSR Lid, Peko Waill- 
send and the Western Mining 
Corporation. 

The consortium, at this stage, 
is committed only to a feasibil- 
ity study on a piant. The study 


"tT 


has Federal Government ap- 
proval. 

The Reagan Administration's 
decision was conveyed by the 
American Energy Secretary, Mr 
James Edwards, in a letter to the 
Australian Ambassador to Wash- 
ington, Sir Nicholas Parkinson. 

The Austrahan consortium, last 
mor a submitted to Queensland 
Cabinet a “pre-feasibility propo- 
sal” for construction of the piant. 

The proposal! detailed the con- 
gortium'’s plans and outlined its 
likely infrastructure require- 
ments. It also sought a statement 
of the Government's position on 
uranium enrichment. 

Government sources said Cabi- 
net decided it would not be feas- 
ible to build an enrichment plant 
north of Townsville, or at any of 
the State’s major inland cities. 

The Premier, Mr Bijelke-Peter- 
sen, has expressed firm support 
for the proposal, but his officials 
say all discussion on the piant 
is “purely theoretical at this 


ine 

consortium’s proposal to 
Cabinet was presented as a pre- 
oper appraisal of the overall 
possibilities of developing the 


nuclear industry within Australia. 
It is believed a similar proposal 
was made to the West Australian | 
Government. . 
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AUSTRALIA 


CIL DIVIDED ON ROXBY DOWNS URANIUM MINING PROJECT 


ADELAIDE. —- The huge Roxby Downs 
copper-uranium-goid project is under a cloud 
foilowing release of the South Australian 
Legistative Couneil select committee report on 
uranium resources. 


The report, tabled yesterday has produced an 
even split among the six member committee on 
whether uranium mining should proceed. 

The three government members — the 
Community Welfare Minister, Mr Burdett, Mr 
Leigh Davis and Mr Martin Cameron, al] say that 
they are satisfied uranium mining can 
proceed 


The three opposition members — Labor's 
Doctor John Cornwall and Mr Norm Foster and 
Australian Democrat Mr Lance Milne reccm- 
mend that uranium mining not proceed at this 
stage. 

While agreeing with the government members 
that hazards associated with the mining to 
enrichment stage could be overcome, the three 
opposition members concluded that ifternational 
safeguards and nuclear waste disposal fechniques 
had yet to be proven. 

Mr Milne will hold the balance of power in the 
Legislative Council if all Labor members opp ase 
any legislation to facilitate uranium mining in 
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South Australia. 


He said after the report's release yesterday that 
he had not seeo the forthcoming Indenture Bill 
for Roxby Downs and could not say which way 
he would vote. 

However he said he would not support any 
uranium legisiation until all international 
safeguards could be met. 


Mr Milne said he would support the Indenture 
Bill immediately if Western Mining Corpora. o 
and BP Australia left the uranium in tne 
ground. . 

He said he did not see the need to rush into 
the uranium industry and felt the Indenture Bill 
was not urgent. 


He did not think it would do anyone a bad turn 
if the project was postponed until scientists had 
tume to work out how to dispose of nuclear 
wasies. + “. e 

The South Australia Government is expected to 
introduce the Indenture Bil) before State 
Parliament goes into Christmas recess 

Western Mining Corporation chairman, Sir 
Arvi Parbo, said last might that the project could 
not proceed without Parliament's approval! of the 
Indenture Bill. 
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by Max Jessop and Steve Harvey) 


ANTI-NUCLEAR 


activisis are 


* - - 
rrr 1CcTRDY SROWIN 
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planning 


AUSTRALIA 


vigorous 


Campaigns alt federal, State and trade union levels in non- 
Labor States to prevent the establishment of a uranium- 
enrichment industry on Australian soil. 


The disclosure in The Australian on Tuesday of a $5 mullion 


enrichment feasibility 


tudy by a consortium of large energy 


companies. has also resulted in allegations of a “secret plan” to 


site an enrichment pliant at Broadmount 
resort 


tourist 


“There is ‘ifttie doubt that 
Queensiand is earmarked for 
the enrichment plant.” Sena- 
tor Gerry Jones ‘ALP. Qld) 
said vesterday. “I urge ali 
Queensianders ‘© arite to 
their State and federal mem- 
bers and senators to protest 

I also cail on the Premier. 
Mr Bijelke-Petersen. and his 
Government to explain why 
they have been so secretive on 
negotiations surrounding the 
nuclear plant 

Anti-nuciear activists 
to Nave access tc 
issued under the restricted 
label to memoers of the 16- 
man Queensland Cabinet 

he nationai conservationist 
group Friends Of The Earth 
has urged all premiers of non- 
Labor States to follow the Vic- 
torian icad and reject any pos 
sibility of an enrichment in- 
dustry in their States 

And in Western Australia 


cam 
a document 


9006 


on the central 


the States counct! of trade 
unmons will be asked to iobby 
against an enrichment plant 
The secretary of the Trades 
and Labor Council, Mr Peter 
Cook. threatened “industrial 
sanctions” on moves to Dulid a 
plant in the State 

Mr Cook said “We will be 
telling the ACTU we dont 
want a uranium plant in the 
State 

Sharehoiders attending yes 
terdays inma@augura: annua 
meeting at the Sydney Opera 
House of the uranium procuc- 
er. Energy Resouras of Aus 
tralia. were conironted Dj 
anti-nuclear slogans Gaubded 
on building sites lining the 
way to the Opera House Pilac- 
ard-waving demonstrators 
abused board members and 
sharenhoiders 


A Friends Of The Earth 
spokesman. Mr John Hallam 


10 


near 
Queensland 


the lwasaxi 
coast. 


said the view o! States which 
regarded an enrichment in- 
dustry as an economic boon 
was “extraordinary” 


World uranium enrichment 
capacity was expanding far 
faster than demand even 
though the nuclear power in- 
dustry had been stagnating 


“The Uranium Enrichmen 
Group of Australia study as- 
sumes that the demand for 
enrichment willl pick up but 
this 18 impossibie since there 
are virtually no new nuclear 
reactors scheduled to come on 
line when the VEGA piant wil! 
be operating. after 1990. Mr 
Hallam said 


By 1990 the nuciear industry 
could well be shrinking rather 
nan expanding. and a ura- 
nium enrichment piant would 
be a “Dillion-doliar white eie- 
phant.” 
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LNERGY Resources « 
Australua Lids 1.15 mulbor 
tonnes-a-year uranium ore 
treatment plants and mines 
at Jabiru in the Northern 
lerritory will be officially 
opened today by the Minisier 
for Trade and Resources, Mr 
Doug Anthony 
Constr 


treat ei 
Ons 


uction of the Ranger 
t plant and mine has 
just been completed. Pro- 
(put for the plant is 
3000 nes of treated ura- 
nium o«de @ year 

But if further ore dodies 
found near the existing work- 
ings prove commercial then 
according to FRA capacity of 
the treatment plant could b« 


“—npe 
secvec 


doubied if iarkKkeL cond ) 
warrariico it 
Ti, tts first annua: report 


ERA said 
tracts had bee: 


uranium sales cor 
negotiated tor 


ll 


Slightly excess of 100 per 
cent of Rangers output in the 
first 10 years and about 95 [ 
cent for the first i5 
hese negotiated contra 

with overseas conipanies w 
largely protect ERA {from the 
price vagaries of the uraniu: 
Spot miarket 

Directors are still confident 
that ERA wil! make a maiden 
dividend payment are 
holders this financial! yea 

ERA '’s chairman. Mr A Mo- 
rokof{ said that despite the de- 
pressed state of the world ura- 
nium market there were signs 
of resurgence in the nuclear 
industry. He said it was the in- 
tention of the comipany to pro- 
duce uranium oxide al a 
higher capacity and enter ink 
further saies contracts 

During the year. ERA car- 
ried out oniy Superficial expio- 
ration work on two anomalies 
which have shown up near the 
existing numbers one and 
Lhree Ranger ore bodies 


ears 
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yesterday at an inter- 


national conferen 


ce 


| vr 
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Japan to dump high- 


level 


nuclear 


“wasies 


from other countries in 
Australian deserts. has 
sparked a 
protest 
politicians. 


The plan, sketched by 
a leading Germa 
clear expert, 
Rosenbaum, at a Toxyc 
conference, 
missed by the Federal 
ALP as “absurd while 
Government 
pointed 
‘contrary to AuS' 
policy 

Under 
DaUIN S pial 


from 


out 


Dr 


s 
: 


Dr 


was 


* ery 
AU 


es tae 


f 
Vi 


Tr... 
IVa ie 


“ 


Otto 
dis- 


Lie . 
( etal Fh: 


‘7 
\ 


ra 


Re 


the deserts 


was 
a5 


en. 


of Australia could be 
used as a Safe storage 
site for the radioactive 
wastes of the western 


industriai nations 
toid 
meeting 


He 


pes 


dumps 


that 


or 
wih 


the 


to «(De 


evry 

s wees , 
, J ° , 

‘ Maw 


Ti nm) 9 


radioisoto- 
underground 


of steel-ncased 
nuciear waste o! 


protected 


power officials whc 
heard Dr R 


Suggestior expressec 
ace ere c 
Antne ‘ae , 
UeSse;. 5. 4aC j).a i 
pans own waste posa 
program 2 uncer - Ts . 
. @ 
wide attack rom envi- 
5 Pr , 


ronmentalists bec 
includes the dumping of 
drums of jow-ievei % 
in the north Pacific 
Dr Rosenbaum, of th 
Heaith and Soc.a 
Affairs Ministr >f 
the West German 
of North Rhine-West- 
phalia, toid the meeting 
the Gesert storage p 
was being “held bac« ! 
political reasons 


‘ABSURD’ 


" 
hd ‘ss 
2S 9 


ais 





“Many desert countries 
wouic probabiy we ne 
additional income w! 
developed ountries 
would readily pay for 


this service,” he said 

According O Dr 
Rosenbaum, A istralian 
deserts should be 
Suitabdle 

No harm should \ 
to anybody — just bullda 
fence around the area 
and look after it he 
saia 


’ 's 
M4 aivl 


a) 

< 

ee 
~ © 


welcome any 


Austrailia tc re Ls 
mounting radioactive 
waste. More than 50900 
stee| drum of radio- 
active waste trom in- 
Gustry re storea in 
bulldings " West 


Germany 

Dr Rosendau™ s 
would continue 
for international agree- 
ment on desert d 
though “diplomatic anc 
psychoiogical difficui- 
ties" would Siow any 
breakthrough. 

But in Canberra 
ALP spokesman on 
Environment 
attacked Surgestion 
as “adsurd nd reaftir- 
med the ALP’s “implaca- 
bie , z 


the 
the 


> — 
ne 


opposition ) 
Uranium mining ana 
any extension of the 


We would be totally 


opposed to Australia be- 
coming a repository for 
nhigh-ievei nuclear waste 
from other cour ‘ 
he saic 

There were no ground 
for optimism that pro 
biermms encountered in 
waste disposal would be 


Mr West. 


ALP BLASTS PROPOSED NUCLEAR DUMP IN AUSTRALIAN DESEFT 
Canberra EF AUSTRALIAN English 30 Nov p 2 
Article by Allan Goodall and Nicholas Rothwell) 
Text) \ PROPOSAL made Japanese nuclear West Germ d solved. and both Ameri- 


can and French nuclear 
program officials had 
confirmed that “serious 
research on high-level 
waste disposal” assumed 
nucie¢ar iuei would o¢ 
reprocessed 

Mr West said the ALP 
would “under no cir- 
cumstances approve 
reprocessing because it 
opened the way to nu- 
ciear weapon prolifera- 
tion even hough itt 
eased the waste prob- 
lem 

“Australia must never 
become a permanent re- 
pository ior high-level! 
nuclear wastes, orevena 
point of temporary stor- 
age for nuciear mater- 
lais awaiting reprocess- 
ing or disposal.” Mr 
West said 

The plan to use stee! 
cylinders to store the 
wastes would be imprac- 
tical if the proposal envi- 
saged dumping the was- 
tes ‘anywhere near 
Sait, since the contain- 
ers would be ilabie to 
rulst and decompose 
Similar plans had been 
Grafted and rejected 


Only new methods cf 
ncapsulating and stor- 
ing nuclear wastes 
wouid be of interest. 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


OPPOSITION TO URANIUM MINING--The South Australian Labor Party yesterday reaffirmed 
its opposition to uranium mining, signalling grave doubts over the future of the 
Roxby Downs indenture bill to be tabled in Parliament next week. A special ALP 
State convention in Adelaide at the weekend left no doubt that if the nuclear fuel- 
processing cycle was central to the indenture agreement, it would be opposed in the 
Upper House. The South Australian Government supports the mining and processing of 
uranium as an integral part of the development of the giant minerals resource find 
at Roxby Downs in the far north of the State. Its indenture bill is an agreement 
specifying the terms under which the developer, Western Mining Corporation, would 
exploit the resource. On the second day of the special ALP convention, delegates 
yesterday spelled out the conditions under which the party would accept uranium de- 
velopment. A resolution said the ALP would not allow the mining, processing or en- 
richment of uranium until economic, social, biological, genetic, environmental and 
technical problems associated with the mining of uranium and the development of 
nuclear power had been solved. [Te>t] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 30 Nov 
81 p 1) 
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INDIA 


FINANCIAL PAPER COMMENTS ON STATUS OF TARAPUR TALKS 
BK100739 Hong Kong AFP in English 0712 GMT 10 Jan 82 


[Iext] New Delhi, 10 Jan (AFP)--The Indian Government appears to be having second 
thoughts on abrogating unilaterally the 1963 Indo-U.S. nuclear cooperation agreement 
on Tarapur despite a recommendation to this effect by an official delegation after 
the last July talks in Washington, the FINANCIAL EXPRESS daily said today. 


“The U.S. President's recent communication to the Indian prime minister (Indira 
Gandhi) is believed to have persuaded India to have second thoughts on the unilateral 
abrogation," the paper said in a front page lead story. 


Mrs Gandhi's recent statement that any decision on the Tarapur nuclear power plant 
in the west coast would have to be taken in the context of overall Indo-U.S. 
relations gives a clue to the government's mind against rushing to a decision, 

the paper said. 


The July talks }etween senior Indiar. and U.S. officials had ended in an impasse 
with both sides finding no meeting ground to resolve the issue. It had been 
expected that Mrs Gandhi, who holds the nuclear portfolio, would make th. 
abrogation announcement in the recently concluded session of Parliament. 


The nuclear cooperation agreement is scheduled to lapse only in 1993. The agree- 
ent, signed during the best years of Indo-U.S. relations, included a U.S. commit- 

ment for the supply of enriched uranium throughout the life of the Tarapur station 
nd exchange of unclassified information relating to research and development, 
icluding advanced technology for the use of plutonium. 


.S. stopped supplying the fuel after India refused to open all its nuclear 
installations to inspection. But the 1978 U.S. nuclear nonproliferation act 


provided that after a grace period, « recipient of U.S. nuclear exports must have 
all its nuclear activities under international safeguard as a condition of continued 
rt, 


face of the divergent stands by both sides, India has concluded that there 
little possibility of a mutual declaration to end the agreement...it also 
luded that there was no point in con_inuing further talks," the EXPRESS said. 


i4 











ne merican side was also not keen ¢t abrogate the agreement Decause oO the 
international impact. Many other countries might get the impression that it would 
be unsafe to enter into an agreement with the U.S. for nuclear supplies as such 
agreements would be subject to the political vagaries and domestic politics of that ‘ 


“Ever since Mrs Gandhi's statement that a decision on Tarapur would have to be in 
the context of overall Indo-U.S. relations, the U.S. is showing signs of continuins 
Indo-L. yperation in various fields, including science and technology and oil 
expiorat i . the paper 12a. 


ta that India may agree to another round of talks on Tarapur in the context 
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GANDHI 


MEETS WITH ATOMIC ENERGY COMMITTEE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Dec 8l pl 
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NEW DELHI, 
December 22. 
NDIA will not decide on 
the terminaticn of the 
Indo-US. nuclear cc-opera- 
ron a t without consi- 


det-ing its “overall bilateral re- 
lations with the U.S.” 

This indication was given by 
the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, today at a meeting of the 
parliamentary consuilative com- 
mitice wm atomic energy and ober 
xientific departmenis. 


A member wanted to know when 
India Was gorng (0 ennowr ve its decir 
won 9 view of the US failure to 
supply the comuacted enrahbed uras- 
um for Tarapur The Prime Minster 
said any final decision “should ensure 
that ‘be Taerapur atomic power station 
continues ‘o operate.” 


‘In taking es deciwon, he pomary 
conssderauiou must be our national, 
ieerew. Aocert from that. we have 
also to ook at overall Duateral rela- 
vom: with the US." ehe sand. 

Mrs. Gaend> sad « meant some re- 
duction .9 the output of the Tarepur 
power siauen became the supply of 
enriched uransmm hed ‘o be aretched 


5100/7043 


the US. Teo other possubdle 
sources ave the USSR and France. 
issue was raeed in the conru!- 
cammittee following the coilapve 
offic.al-level Indo-US. talks 

vu . The US 
imability to supply fuel 
domesix anti-proiifera- 


Fs 2 
speed 


J8 s 
3 H 
3 


zi_ 
a 
‘ 


bere. 

The delay @ the U.S. suppiles of 
enriched urenium carlier and the pro- 
spects of ite stoppege heve already 
led to a eduction in the grneration 
at Terapur since the available suppla 
are being stretched 

The US can contiqeve to default 
on supplies without formally wying 
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INDIA 


that it i te ing the agreement. 
india wil have to take a decision on 
its own sace ut will require reproces- 
ing of spent fuel from Tarapur which 
tm am being dose under the present 
egrecmer:. 

The patiamentary consukative com- 


- mucice also discussed the actnities of 


the deparwments of spece electronics 
and science and technology. 

Regarding developments m space 
technology, the members were told 
that India would achieve the capad:- 
luy of lsumching 800-kg ‘class satel- 
tes into swun-yochrosous orba in the 
peti “x years. 

The commitiee was told that esta- 
bismments of the space department 
wete not “industry” as defined im the 
Industrial Deputes Act. 1947. Ie sen- 
uve areas. any situauon where 
workers could be exploued by owtsate 
ageocses could be extremely dangerous. 

in teply to another quesixon. the 


_ Commitee was told that two addition- 


e! plants for the manufacture of solar 


1 cells nd modules on a commercial 


bests were proposed to be set up 
The minister of state for science 
sod technology, electronics and - 
vironment, Mr. C. P. N. Singh, perti- 
cipated in the @ecussions. Among the 
members present were Vr K. C. 
Pant, Mr M. S Sanjeev: Rao. Mir 
Digviuay Singh. Mr. Nebal Siwogh Jay. 
Mr. Her: Krishan Shestri and Mr. E. 
_lananden 
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Heavy Water Awaited 


Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Dec 81 p 9 
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The Madras Atomc Power Proyect ert 
Asiparkam cs @ set tO orodvuce 
ard feed Z35 megewstts of power 


to the Tem Nedu Gro from March 
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Further Details 


Given 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 81 p 9 


[Excerpt] 
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Kaipeliamw «here wl ove m the a- 
@ownere «as high 

The Asipakkam Maboe bas Lud © 
face several smags. The go-anead ‘or 
the propxt was grer io (47) acd he 
orsers for equepmest piace o 197: 
The completion of the fru urn had 
been wretched fram 1974-76 to Peet, 
fitst Sy the world crew of wlaton 
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ed Re 210 cove 
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NARORA NUCLEAR PLANT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Jan 


a ‘ 
| Text. 


~SO: 


51 


-~ 


all 


The two units of the Narora 
atomic power project in Uttar 
Pradesh are behind schedule by 
about five years. accord:S2 to 
official sources, reports UNI. 


The Narora projecy which has 
two 235-MW heavy-water rtac- 
tors. which wete scheduled for 
completion in 1981 and 1982 
respectively. are expected to be 
completed Dy 1986 acd 1997 res- 
Dect vely. 


The reasons for the delay is- 
clude delay in the delivery of 
Major Nuclear components. fina- 
ging designs after conducting 
eosmc analysis and fSroblems 
faced in the iMitial stages ia 
land acquisiton for the project 

Narora is the fourth atomic 
Power project in the country. 


The Narora reactors have seve, 
ral new cetien features and con- 
cepts, including earthquake resis 
tant desige of the bulldings and 
reactor components. 

The other new features of the 
reactors are an integral Caland- 
Ma<nd-shield ashembly. two Io- 
pendern; ‘ast-actine shut dow’ 
systems for safety afd rellabll- 
ty da simplled water-filled 
Calandria vVauit 


These new features are being 
brought about ‘following the 
croblemse faced by the authorl- 

in the first wait of the Ra- 


0/7045 


Jasthan atomic Dower Dilant. 

Besides. the Natora designs 
ate being standardised and the 
Government proposes to repeat 
this design in the fifth slant to 
he located in KekarDare ‘ar 
Suret in Gularat. This would be 
a c‘uster of four units of £35 
NW each. 


The cost of the Narora pro- 
fect was revised only last year 
from Rs 209.98 crore tw 
327. crore 

The project cost was revised 
due to, among other things. es 
celation in the cost of imported 
and indigenous equipment and 
Ces'gn changes. 

As a result of uMdue delay ‘n 
Gompietion. the project com LL 
likely ‘© go up further 

At present the department of 
atomic everdy is engated in de- 
signing 500 MW fBucleaf power 
wnlts. 


It is prosed to start construc. 
tion of six reactor units of 235 
MW each during the sixth pla 
Portes. Teese are two units at 

arora and four units ar Kekar- 
para. 


India has @radualiv achieved 
self-tellance in buildige the 
stomic power stations following 
intensified efforts ag usiQg indi- 
genous resources. 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW URANIUM FIND--Dehra Dun, December 16 (UNI)--Huge uranium reserves have been 
located in the Balganga valley of Tehri Garhwal district of Uttar Pradesh. Geolo- 
gists of the mineral division of the Atomic Energy Commission have found five deep 
shears of the metal near Dhar Gaon, Sileth, Kangra and Domri in the Chamayala re- 
gion of Balganga valley. This was disclosed in a paper presented at the twelfth 
Himalayan geology seminar organised by the Institute of Himalayan Geolocy here 
recently. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Dec 81 p 21) 
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entitied “‘Atomic Diplomacy in 
Developing Countries”. writes 


Besides the general dearth of the 
encrgs resources for the whole 
world, the immediate effect of 
higher oil prices, the pol:lical em- 
bargo om supplies of of ied to 
an mcreasing awarcacss about the 
value of cnercy 


Now the industrialisca unil- 
ricS are conscious of the 1 
tance of oil as weapon and they 
have reduce their de- 
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Western Europcan c untries total 
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nuclear techn. logy will be about 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


SHAHI ON NUCLEAR PROGRAM--The Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Mr Agha Shahi, has 
said that Pakistan has made no commitment regarding its nuclear programme in 
return for the American aid. In an interview with the Asia editor of the 
FINANCIAL TIMES, London, Mr Shahi reiterated that Pakistan had no intention to 
make nuclear weapons. But, he added, there was a vast difference between a 
nuclear explosion and acquiring nuclear weapons. If Pakistan needed a nuclear 
explosion for its nuclear programme, it could not be ruled out, Mr Shahi added.-- 
BBC. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 16 Jan 82 p 1] 


CSO: 5100/4516 








PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


URANIUM PLANI--The Republic of China has set up a plant for extracting uranium 
from phosphoric acid. This plant, the first of its kind in Asia, has been 
running satisfactorily and is expected to extract 10 dun of metallic uranium 
from 120,000 dun of dilute phosphoric acid annually. According to the nuclear 
energy research institute, which designed and built the plant, the output of 
uranium will be sufficient to fill the needs of its experimental heavy water 
reactor. More important, the successful operation of this plant will enable 
the Republic of China to export the highly sophisticated uranium extruction 
technology to foreign countries. [Taipei CHUNG YANG JIH PAO in Chinese 

29 Dec 81 p 1 OW] 


CSO: 5100/2083 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


AUSTRALIA TO SUPPLY URANIUM NEEDS--fustralia expects to supply all the uranium 
needs of the Philippines' first nuclear power station throught the 1980s, with the 
exception of the first charge, Australian Ambassador Richard Woolcott said. He 
mderstood that it was still the Philippine government's intention to purchase 
sranium from Australian suppliers. The plant, now under construction, would re- 
yuire 840 tons of “yellow cake" (seni-processed uranium) between the start of its 
operations in 1984 and the end of the decade, he added. Woolcott said the Philip- 
pines "does not want all its eggs in one basket” and was thus making contingency 
arrangements with others. But he said there was no obstacle to what Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser promised in 1979 would be a regular and reliable sup- 
ply of uranium from Australia. A bilateral safeguards agreement was signed between 
the two countries in 1978 and the Australian trade unions had recently decided to 
iift a ban on uranium shipments. The initial charge for the nuclear power station 
eing built on the Bataan peninsular by Westinghouse is expected to come from the 
United States or Canada. Woolcott said Australia was also expected to export coal 
to the Philippines during the 1980s to help meet its growing energy needs. Aus- 
tralians were also assisting Filipinos in developing their own coal reserves. The 
ambassador, who described the expansion of economic links between the two countries 
in recent years as very satifactory for both sides, said such energy imports were 
moune to affect the trade balance between the two countries. [Manila BULLETIN 

OI in English 25 Jan 82 p 19) 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SS IN BUILDING DUKOVANY NUCLEAR POWER STATION 
zech 17 Dec 81 p 3 


Doufal, Frantisek Balas, and Mi'oslav Vitavsky: “What has 


t in the nstruction of the Dukovany Nuclear Power Station--a 
ed, a more difficult one beginning” 
ders the Dukovany nuclear power stationwill be able to toast 
ear in a better mood than was the case last year. It is obvious 
e of all problems, difficulties, and worries, the situation has 
the better in many of its aspects. The value of completed con- 
ist vear was over Kes 900 million (deliveries and equipment 
s 264 million). It is a record at a time when there are problems 
onstructions Fyven with the records though, certain specifics 
f ti year even the construction people themselves had their 
entioned Kes 900 million. Other participants in the construc- 
eve n this figure either, although all these people knew that 
ent iccomplish as much. The experiences of past construction 
delays kept growing into bigger and bigger proportions, made the 
ir's section deadlines seem somewhat like a dream. Even if 
to t extent of thi uuge sum is a reality, it gives evidence 
n rkers' extremely serious attitude towards the changes in 
t requirements laid on them. After all, this is the first 
t not only for the Brno Industrial Builders, but also the 
terprises of the zech Ministry of Construction, and only 
! untry. 
t time, though, that four power units are being built in 
t ir rt -u! omes in smooth sequence. What is involved, then, 
te essential for the bullding of other power complexes 
r Southern Bohemiti ind other locations. 
e Pr ‘ 
entration of 6,20 orking people, mostly construction work- 
s near Trebic. [It is necessary to keep these people occupied 
rk assignments which should be not only directed, but also 
it ilts examined. All employees are to be fed, transported 








t the construction site and back, and most of them also housed. Up to now 
there has been a lack of experience in organizing building projects of suct 
magnitude in chis countrv. 


with all that has been done up to now, the efforts are suggesting a further 
expansion of the work team. Within the next year the construction site is 
expecting another 1,000 construction workers, 1,500 equipment assemblers, 500 
future operations employees, etc. These more than 9,000 people on a single con- 
Struction site are expected to achieve further production records. The value of 
iStructior and materials should reach Kcs 1.2 billion, the supplies and assem- 

ly of technological equipment over Kcs 1.75 billion. Next to increased demands 
tor transportation, loding, catering, and other services, it will be necessary 
t. ibstantially improve the organization of work of all the suppliers, the co- 

rdination of individual tasks for which investors are responsible, as well as 
the responsible activities of project managers and other employees. 


Every accomplishment is to be assessed on the basis of the effort which has gone 
into it. In this instance it is given by the individual 440 megawatts unit 
start-ups in l-vear intervals. Between the third and the fourth unit there is 
in interval of only 9 months. Without any doubt this is a challenging and re- 
sponsible job for the entire team of builders. 


It is not surprising that, with ar assignment stated this way, the construction 
workers were justifiably pleased that after so many failures they at last man- 
aged to meet one of the very important deadlines which was the construction 
readiness for the erection of steel framework for the first production unit. 
We wrote about it more than 3 months ago (R.P. of 30 September 1981), as well 
is about the management from the (Ostrava Hutni Montaze which agreed with 
igher-level material suppliers on the appropriate work schedule, and on an 
organization which would ensure successful fulfillment of economic contracts. 
\t that time we complimented them on their approach to the undertaking in 
Dukovanyv: as has been shown, somewhat prematurely. 


nsibilitv Comes First 


t e ond of November there was still a shortage of workers for this task. 
hi unnot be glossed over ‘vy the fact that with complete fulfillment of the 


mcluded economic contract, thev were able to keep postponing their arrival 
for the erection of steelwork at the first production unit and still be formally 
idhering to the letter of the law. 


However there is also a moral side to the construction of the most important 
investment in our country. The start-up of this power plant Will decide 
whether our people will have enough electricity in their homes and at their 
yvorkplaces. In other words--there is the responsibility to our entire society. 
In these ircumstances, the right person is not the one who is better able to 
bust ge le cgal technicalities, but the one who fulfills his or her task even in 
inclement weather, and even under the conditions of unpleasant obstacles. The 
ero f labor--and there are many of them here--cannot let themselves be 
bothered by the unpleasant autumn wind blowing around Dukovany. 
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But we are not concerned only with the feelings of individuals. Entire teams 
of construction workers did their best to achieve the construction readiness 
for the erection of steelwork. Their initiative has brought the expected result. 


Comradely negotiations between the representatives of the Construction Site Com- 
mittee of the Czech Communist Party in Dukovany, and the Party Committee of the 
Hutni Montaze enabled an earlier arrival of the workers from Ostrava on the site. 
However, the assemblers are now in an unenviable situation of having to catch 

up with a delay which could have been avoided. 


The “:aning of This Construction 


So ta. the construction setbac«s are not quite settled yet. The worst off are 

he subcontractors from Ingstav Brno. It is not only a question of the electric 
wer plant and its operating facilities, but also of the public utility network 
in the town of Trebic, which will become the new home for the future power station 
operators. Their arrival is approaching and the question of their housing needs 
‘annot be delayed. They will hardly come to work in a far-away power station if 
there is no possibility to move into new apartments with their families. Any 
lelay in the complex housing construction is therefore to be understood as a 
onsiderable threat to the power station operations. 


r? 


, 


a 


nentfoned Brno enterprise is definitely in an unpleasant position. The tact 
is, of course, that it will primarily have to help itself; although in some cases 
t r 


this will not be possible without the assistance of higher authorities. They 
oncentrated a large number of people at the power station site, but they still 
lack certain skilled categories. First of all, there is a shortage of carpenters 
(higher contractors have the same problem) for the erection of monolithic concrete 
structures in which the site abounds. 


[In Dukovany they will have to replace carpenters and welders from Poland who have 
worked here up to now, and whose contracts have run out. In addition to this 
type of crafts;nen they will also need more construction iron workers. This is 

1 task not only for enterprises participating in this development, but also for 
tther ones, for VHJ, the Czech Ministry of Construction, and evidently also for 
other branches of industry. Yes, it is essential to look for a responsible way 
ut of the blind alley in which the construction could be temporarily stuck. 

he building industries will have to do more than they have up to now, and 
espectaliy at this moment, when many of the skills are being replaced by others. 
they are directly responsible for the construction, together with heavy engi- 
neering and power industries. Nobody Is going to relieve them of this respon- 
sibility, but again, they cannot do without the comradely assistance of other 
rancnes of industry. The construction of a nuclear power plants is an under- 
taking of such magnitude that it cannot be a business only of several involved 


“Most of the workers on the site have already grasped that what has been enough 
on other construction sites is not sufficient for coping with the tasks here. 
ie situation here is much more complicated because the construction workers do 
1t yet have adequate experience in building nuclear power plants, and are not 
familiar with the new technical and organizational problems either. Everybody 
is learning on-the-job, so to speak. That is why here, more than anywhere else, 
rything depends on ef fective cooperation and keeping of the necessary 
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discipline. In spite of all this, the workers overcome new obstacles daily, 
hastening the construction to its conclusion. The communists here have shown 
an exemplary ability to approach and cope with individual tasks; they are 
Organizers of the initiatives and of their fulfillment. Their activities are 
based on the decree of this year's January party conference, as weil as other 
party documents dealing with Dukovany and further improvements in the local 
construction. 


To Learn From Experience 


eople on the construction site have many urgent tasks on their hands. The 
irst is to improve the management, and thus enable more efficient utilization 
f ali the workers here. We could also mention the need for further improve- 
ment of services, etc. All this is necessary, and it is under constant super- 
vision of the highest party authority on the site. However, there are many 
problems which cannot be solved here--such as hiring more workers of certain 
skills, or ensuring a smeoth supplier-purchaser cooperation. The most signifi- 
cant investment in this country should never lack anything. Its importance 
should be a guide in adjusting the production capacit.es of individual subcon- 
tractors. Nevertheless, even here we still have failures, although the supplvy- 
ing of materials for the first production has basically improved. 


r 
F 
oO 


The next year will be one of difficult trial for all the employees: the manage- 
ment and the work teams, both communist and nonparty workers. It will be a test 
of their responsibilities and determination. In many aspects the course of this 
year has been instructive, and its end hopeful. If this year's experience has 
been fully absorbed, it will be possible to complete most of the next year's 
tasks within their given deadlines. 


Vratislav Coufal, secretary-in-chief of the Regional Committee of the Czech 
Communist Party in Trehic; 


Fratisek Dalas, Chairman of the All-Union Communist Party Committee in Dukovany; 


Miloslav Vitavsky, Editor of the RUDE PRAVO. 


9910 
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ARGENTINA 


CHUBUT PROVINCE SELECTED AS POSSIBLE NUCLEAR STORAGE SITE 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 23 Dec 8l p 39 


(Text] Rawson --A major CNEA [National Atomic Energy Commission] 
project will give the Gastre area, about 350 kilometers northwest of 
this capital city, in the vicinity of the border of the neighboring 
province of Rio Negro, a boost capable of radically turning around 
its present situation of poverty and backwardness, providing its 
residents access to new job opportunities, which are now restricted 
to working at livestock facilities in the area. 


A field study is to be conducted at Sierra del Medio, approximately 

50 kilometers from Gastre, to determine if the underground geological 
formation there is suitable for the installation of a storage site for 
fuel cycle byproducts from Argentina’s nuclear plan. 


The study includes the preliminary engil.eering work required for its 
possible execution; this project will complete the nuclear fuel cycle 
in our country. 


Selection 


The place where the investigation will be done was chosen by the CNEA 
along with the National University of San Juan, after a detailed sur- 
vey all over Argentina; there were no limitations, except for the 
strict technical characteristics required for such facilities. 


This evaluation has taken almost 2 years, and at the end of the 

rigorous final selection process from among approximately 200 sites, 

presumed suitable for a more indepth study, the Sierra del Medio area 

was found to be the best site ior the CNEA to begin work to confirm 

the characteristics of the geoiogical formation there, and determine 
they are actually suitable itor this storage site. 
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To start the project, the CNEA and the National University of San 
Juan signed an agreement for the acquisition of equipment and suppiies 
and also for the hiring of the labor needed, from among the local 


labor force. 


rh 


Infrastructure Projects 


e suitable logistic support for 


At the same time, in orcer to orovide 1 
the program, a series Of infrastructure projects has been planned for 
the Gastre area. These will include facilities for vehicle and ma- 


chinery maintenance, for the supply of electricity and fuels, housing 
and other related needs. Part of these facilities, in addition to 
their specific use, will be available for use by the local residents. 


Just during the study phase alone, the investments to be made in the 
Chubut area are on the c_der of 50 billion pesos. It is estimated 
that the later development of the project would cost several hundred 
million dollars. 


An indication of the interest aroused in the province by the CNEA‘s 
project is the fact that the governor himself, Rear Adm Niceto 
Echauri Ayerra, came to the Gastre area to explain to the municipal 
authorities and to the local residents its main aspects and its fore- 
seeable impact on the area's economy. 


CSO: 5100/2074 
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ARGENTINA 


MADERO ANNOUNCES INCREASE IN EXPORT OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 28 Dec 81 p 5 


[Text] Salta --The chairman of the CNEA [National Atomic Energy 
Commission], Vice Adm Carlos Castro Madero, has announced that 
Argentina is preparing to increase its exports of nuclear technology 
to other Latin American nations; he stated that Argentina is main- 
taining its “nuclear leadership” of the continent. 


He also said that "the possibility cf an agreement with the Soviet 
Union for technological assistance, to be implemented during 1982,” 
is under study. 


In statements made to the newspaper EL TRIBUNO, he said that “until 
now Our trade has expanded, with the acquisition of three new rolling 
machines and parts for the zircaloy tube factory.” Also, "the five 
tons of heavy water we purchased a year ago have been delivered.” 


Nuclear Technology Recipients 


On the possibility of increasing Argentina's exports of nuclear 
technology to other Latin American nations, following the course 
which has already begun with Peru, he said that Colombia “has asked 
us to present a technical }roposal for the construction of an atomic 
center consisting of a reactor and a radioisotope plant.” 


He added that “Guatemala has also asked for a proposal for a nuclear 
laboratory, and Uruguay has requested a feasibility study for estab- 
lishing the type of atomic center that will best meet their needs." 


At the same time, Mexico “has offered us an opportunity for Argentine 
participation; there is a possibility that the CNEA may provide 
training for Mexican professionals, if Mexico decides to use natural 
iranium, since Argentina has very extensive experience with this pro- 


ess," he said. 
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Possibilities 


Hie Said that nuclear energy will have enormous possibilities during 
the decades to come. “During the 2lst century, Argentina will have 
a very strong demand for its nuclear sector; this demand will be so 
Great,” he said, “that the construction of one nuclear power plant 

per year is expected.” 


"Therefore, the Argentine nuclear plan has been designed so that 
when the end of this century comes, we will be in an optimum posi- 
tio to handle activity in this field, with a maximum of national 
participation.” 


Nuclear Leadership 


He then reported that Argentina “is going to maintain its nuclear 
leadership in Latin America, because we are continuing to reach goals 
making us the first in this area; for example, in the manufacture of 
fucl elements, the processing plant, and the establishment of spe- 
Cialized industries.” 


He rejected the plan to include nuclear energy in a single agency 
combining the various energy sectors. 


He said that nuclear energy “receives special treatment because of 
its relationship to strategic, security, and safety problems." 


Consequently, he said, “a single organization like the one proposed 
would not help, but would only slow down the development of nuclear 
energy.” 


7679 
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ARGENTINA 


TONIUM EXPORT CAPABILITY, OTHER NUCLEAR ISSUES DISCUSSED 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 10 Jan 82 p 26 
‘Article by Rosental Calmon Alves] 


: Buenos Aires--Within 7 months, Argentina will put into operation the first 
pilot plant for reprocessing uranium in Latin America, giving rise in the future 


to an industrial unit for the production of plutonium, which may be exported as 
part of the country’s strategy to control the Latin American nuclear market. 


The chairman of the N tional A omic Energy Commission (CNEA), Vice Admiral 

) Castro Madero, declared that his country is progressing rapidly toward 
astering the technology of th. complete nuclear energy cycle despite inter- 

national pressures. 


The U.S. Versus the USSR 


\dm Carlos Castro Madero said that the competition between Brazil and Argent ina 
ain the Latin American nuclear market “should not imply a rift between the 


two countries if both act faithfully, respecting international rules.” He 
isserted that “for the time being, there is nothing” with regard to a Brazilian- 
Argentine pool for the export of nuclear equipment to Latin America, but he 


loAd- 


evaluate that later.” 


in recent sears, the United States has maintained the most intransigent position 
with regard to Argentine nuclear development, while the Soviet Union which 
normally takes the same position, his somewhat softened its hard line toward 
Argentina in the international agencies and has taken the opportunity to sign 


amercial contracts with the Argentines in this field. Naturally that has 
ited the Americans even more. 
‘4th the tnauguration of the new government, there is great expectation in Buenos 


res regarding what is happening in the nuclear sector due to the tendency 
ward greater rapprochement with the United States expressed by the Galtieri 
idministration. Admiral Castr> Madero velieves that his area will come out all 


he 
s apttd 
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fo not believe it will be hurt. On the ntrary, I believe that relations with 
the Americans in the nuclear sector can only improve because at the present time 
the dependence of the Argentine nuclear program on the United States i 
ically nil. For that reason, the only thing that can happen is an improve- 
ment because relations and cooperation in our field with the United States could 
not be worse,” he said. 


*) 


But if 1e side has to give in, will it not be Argentina? 
| » . | ** = o ms .» 4 . ” . 5 * , ‘md el , 
I do not believe so because the Argentine sition was aiways very clear, very 


: 
responsible, and I believe that the United States perceived that its action 
toward Argentina was not correct. Therefore, we expect the United States to 
improve [relations], said the CNEA chairman. 


He explained that for the time being there is no scientific and technical 

operation agreement between Argentina and the Soviet Union, although talks are 
inder way in that regard which could lead this year to the signing of such an 
agreement. After that specific cooperation in the nuclear field between Moscow 
and Buenos Aires could be discussed. 


Up to now, there have been commercial agreements in 1980 under the safeguards 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The Soviet Union supplied 
Argentina with 5 tons of heavy water which we use to replace occasional losses at 
the Atucha-I plant. In addition, we received rolling machines for our zircalloy 


pipe factory. 


"And now we are about to conclude a service agreement for the enrichment of our 
uranium (in the Soviet Union) for the production of fuel elements intended for the 
radiation reactors that operate in the Atomic Center of Ezeiza (in Buenos Aires). 


All these are commercial agreements in which there is a supplying of a service 
and the delivery of money, nothing more,” he explained. 


Ag reement with Brazil 


The hairman of the CNEA said that “the cooperation agreements signed between 
Argentina and Brazil are being implemented satisfactorily.” As envisioned, last 


year Argentina supplied Brazil with 120 tons of uranium concentrate, on a loan 


? 
basis, and this year it will supply another 120 ton: 
The Argentines have begun to prepare production of the 140,000 meters of 
zircal!l pipe that will be sold for use in Brazilian nuclear plants, and the 


Brazilian Nuclear Corporation (NUCLEBRAS) has begun to inspect the initial manu- 
facturing work to check quality control. 


NUCLEBRAS Heavy Equipment Corporation (NU LEP), a NUCLEBRAS subsidiary, has 
egun preparations for production of the lower part of the pressure vessel to 
e used by the Atucha-II plant, which is being built near Buenos Aires. Admiral! 
irlo astro Madero said that he does not know exactly how much Argentina will 
pay | that equipment because it was KWU, charged with the construction of 
Atuc lI, that ntracted NUCLEP's services. There is only an overall price to 
be charged by the German company. He said, however, that the cost of that equip- 


ment is equivalent to that of the zircalloy pipes that Argentina will supply to 


trazil. 
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"2. Since it is believed that in the next decade the breeder reactors, which 
are fueled by plutonium, are going to appear in commercial operation, that will 
most certainly give rise to an increase in the price of plutonium. Therefore, 
Argentina can use it as (commercial) exchange goods, removing the plutonium it 
has stored in the irradiated fuel elements. 


"3. A very important point also is the fact that Argentina wants to be an 
exporter of technology in Latin America. Considering that it is a very competi- 
tive market, irasmuch as ther: are powers interested in that area, we want to 
be on an equal footing, that is, not at a disadvantage, because we have not 
mastered a very important phase of the fuel cycle, namely, reprocessing," 
declared Admiral Castro Madero. 


8711 
CSO: 5100/2077 











ARGENTINA 


PARTICIPATION OF PRIVATE SECTOR IN NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT EXPANDING 
Buenos Aires ENERGEIA in Spanish Dec 81 No 20 pp 480, 486 
[Arcicle by Martin F. Yriart: "Nuclear Fuel in Private Hands" ] 


[Text] The approval for th: establishment of CONUAR [Argentine Nuclear Fuel Corpora- 
tion] through a decree of the National Executive Body has put an end to an extended 
exploratory process and ha: started a decisive phase in the materialization of one 
of the key goals of the Ar;rentine Nuclear Plan: the nation's self-sufficiency in the 
area of nuclear fuel. 


Simultaneously, another step has been taken toward the incorporation of the private 
sector into Argentine nuclear development. This second goal, which was announced 
it the beginning of his administration as head of the National Atomic Energy 
Commission [CNEA] by Vice Admiral Ciustro Madero, has not always been easy to 
implement in the context of an economy submerged in inflation and recession in its 
industrial sector. 


Thus far, the private sector's participation had been carried out in mining projects 
(suchas San Rafael, Los Gigantes anc La Estela), engineering projects (such as 

the work done by Nuclear and Argator) at Atucha I, Embalse and Project Peru), or 

in supplies of heavy equipment (such as the pressure tank for the TANDAR accelerator 
or the inlaid components of the RP-10). More recently, there have occurred the 
contracts given to IMPSA [Pescamona Metallurgic Industry, Inc] and other local 

firms for the supply of equipment and services to the Atucha II Nuclear Powerplant. 


But in all these instances the companies in the national private sector have served 
as subcontractors fci CNEA or a foreign main contractor, and their management of 
operations and projects has come under the direction of CNEA. 

Excluding the Sierra Pintada project, the resolution of which has been delayed, 
that of the Ezeiza Nuclear Fuel Elements Factory (FECN) is the first one wherein 
the private sector has assumed critical responsibility, with a major contribution 
vf capital and experience. To be sure, CONUAR is receiving a virtually complete 
plant, which will start operating with a technology that has been already mastered, 
and which will incorporate new contributions from CNEA in this area as the manufac- 
turing lines for Embalse and Atucha II go into effect. And it will also be a 
"captive" company, inasmuch as it is receiving the infrastructure, technology and 
supplies from the one that will be the only customer for its product. However, 
none of this detracts significance from the private participation in the project. 
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CONCAR has been established with a share of 75 percent private capital and 25 
percent on the part of the National Atomic Energy Commission. At the time of 
establishment, the Perez Companc economic group, through a subsidiary created for 
this purpose (Pecom Nuclear, SA) is unconditionally buying 50 percent of the 
capital stock, and CNEA 25 percent. The remaining 25 percent is being assumed 
temporarily by both, in the same proportion of two to one, until a new investor 
is selected to complete the planned private package. The search for the latter 
is already under way, although the background on the project indicates thar it 


will not be easy. 


(he initial selection process began over 3 years ago, and at first led to the 
establishment of a consortium comprised of Vialco, Tamet and United Investments. 
ihe well-known financial crisis of the group which was controlling the latter two 
firms lett Vialco as the only survivor of the consortium at the end of last 

tober. <A new search attracted Perez Companc, which took two thirds of the 
private package. Subsequently, however, in June of this year, Vialco showed up at 
the tentative creditors’ meeting, a situation which made its exclusion from the 
‘onsortium virtually necessary. 
Meanwhile, the starting of the plant has become unpostponable, because last March 
NEA decided not to make use of the pending option for a new shipment of Atucha I 
ype fuel eiements included in the ] ist contract with Reaktor Brennelement Union 
(RBU) of the Federal Republic of Gernany. The selection of the new private partner 
that will cover 25 percent of CONUAR’s unsettled capital comes under the exclusive 
authority of CNEA. 
Meanwhile, the Nuclear Fuel Elements Factory will have to be in a position to start 
p>roduction for Atucha I next February. CONUAR will operate leasing the plant 
icilities from CNEA and purchasing from it and from third parties the necessary 
equipment and input. The zircaloy cladding and semi-finished products will be of 
yrted origin initially. The uranium dioxide will be supplied by CNEA, “in 


mp: 
uss " ind not in sale. 
with Che mplete operating system (with the three lines for Atucha I, Embalse and 
icha ), the plant will use 45 tons of zircaloy and 340 tons of uranium dioxide 
er year. At first, that dioxide wil! be made in the Federal Republic of Germany 
Argentine uranium oncentrate. Starting in 1983, the conversion of the 


icentrate into dioxide will be carried out at the CNEA Cordoba Plant. 


ECN's initial production capacity will be about 400 fuel elements per year, and 


leliveries, at an approximate rate of 30 elements per month, will start in the 
iddle of next year. During the following 2 years, reduced series of CANDU type 
> elements will also be produced, to be sent to the Embalse Nuclear Powerplant 
will be supplied totally by CONUAR starting in 1985. The manufacture of the 
st core of the Atucha II reactor will take place between 1985 and 1986, and 
ining in 1987 CONUAR will provide all the fuel to feed the Atucha I, Embalse 
Atucha I Powerplants. 
ylant d fyn has sufficient internal reserve areas to increase its capacity 
ind enable it to supply fuel to the other powerplants in the Argentine Nuclear 
Plan, with the possible addition of some independent buildings that would supple- 
the present covered area. 
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ARGENTLNA 


RANIUM DIOXIDE CONVERSION PLANT TO START OPERATING BY MID-1982 
Suenos Aires ENERGEIA in Spanish No 19, Nov 81 p 425 
[Article by Martin F. Yriart: “The | ranium Production Cycle Is Closed™] 


[Excerpts] During the second half of 1982, the uranium dioxide conversion plant, 

the installation of which the National Atomic Energy Commission [CNEA] is complet- 
ing at present with equipment of German origin in the Cordoba Manufacturing Complex, 
will go into production. 


The conversion plant, which is now being completed, has been established on the 
basis of the facilities which already exist at the CNEA's Cordoba Manufacturing 
Complex. There is a line there for auclear purification and extraction of the 
uranium from the yellow cake using !tighly selective solvents (tributylphosphate), 
which makes it possible to obtain a: aqueous solution of uranyl nitrate. This 
line was designed and built by CNEA. 


To complete it, Reaktor Brennelement Union GmbH (RBU), of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, has supplied a package consisting of an ammonium uranylcarbonate 
precipitator-crystallizer, filters, a fluid base reduction furnace in a hydrogen 
environment, two homogenizers and other peripheral equipment that will make it 
possible to complete a production line with an annual capacity of 150 tons of 
dioxide. That is the capacity guaranteed by RBU, but CNEA expects to achieve a 
higher vield, which will enable it to meet the fuel needs of Atucha I and Embalse 


with that facility alone. 


The total investment would amount t: about 4/7 million, and the main contractor for 
the project in this case is Nuclear Mendoza, SE, the company created jointly by 
‘NEA and the government of Mendoza. The adaptation of the plant will begin in 


February 1982. 
lioxide: an inevitable Need 


Work is under way at the Cordoba Manufacturing Complex on the adaptation of another 
nuclear purification process, extraction by amined solvents and the obtaining of 


immonium uranyltricarbonate crystals, with completely native technology. This 
was developed froma joint Argentine-French patent originally devised to obtain 
ommercial concentrates. 
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this native line has been completed with a temporary facility for calcination of 
the tricarbonate and its conversion into uranium trioxide, and two Thermax-Degusa 
reduction furnaces in a hydrogen environment constructed in the country. The 
tricarbonate crystals, which are subjected to a physical rounding off process, 
keep their shape through the calcination and reduction operations. The result is 
a fluid powder which can be directly compacted and then sintered. 


The adaptation of this process is in a very advanced phase, with work being done 
currently on the optimization of the density of the final cake. When this goal 
has been attained, the country will be in a position to expand its dioxide 
production capacity in proportion to the increase in its requirements, without 
having to resort to sources abroad. 


Plans now call for the resizing of the facilities for this second dioxide conversion 
line, so as to reach a production on a regular basis of 150 tons per year, thus 


actually doubling the capacity of the Cordoba Manufacturing Complex. 
29093 
CSO: 5100/2082 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


RADIOACTIVE WASTE AT ANGRA I--Rio de Janeiro--CNEN, the National Nuclear Energy 
Commission, has decided to keep both low and high level radioactive waste at the 
Angra 1 facility for the next ten years. The possible completion of the planned 
reprocessing complex could affect that decision, however. Low and mid range 
waste consisting of tools, clothing, and equipment, will presently be stored 

in 55-gallon drums at the facility. A suitable storage site away from the 
facility, in an area of low population, far from agricultural production, 

with wells and water access, has not yet been found by the CNEN, aithough 

Cesar Cals stated that an island off the Angra coast might be used. High level 
radioactive material will be stored in the Angra I cooling tank, which has an 
estimated ten-year capacity. The tanks have a capacity for 363 elements, or 
three tull loads. It is now estimated that the fuel will be spend in 
approximately 126 months. The planned reprocessing center may be constructed 

at Biriricas and Baicacu near Santa Cruz, State of Espirito Santo. [Excerpts] 
(PY241939 Rio de Janeiro LATIN AMERICA DAILY POST in English 23 Jan 82 p 7] 


CSO: 5100/2083 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


CONCERN OVER NUCLEAR CAPABILITY--Prominent Israeli nuclear experts voiced profound 
concern over the nuclear activities of countries of our region in the wake of 
recently released over information which confirms earlier information arrived at by 
[srael. The experts told our correspondent, Gadi Sukenik, that, in their view, a 
warning should be sounded in view of the intentions of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
gZypt to purchase from Canada up-to-date nuclear power reactors producing, as a 
byproduct, plutonium, the substance needed to build an atom bomb. All this is 

in addition to the nuclear race in Iraq and Pakistan. The experts believe Pakis- 
tan is already in possession of such a bomb. They emphasized that Canada is very 
involved in the nuclear race in the region. They said Israel should reassess its 
strategic preparedness in the nuclear sphere. [Text] [TA280629 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 28 Jan 82] 


CONTACTS WITH UK NUCLEAR COMPANY--London, 17 Jan (exclusive)--Israel has been making 
etforts to talk a British company specializing among other things in the production 
of nuclear reactors to operate in Israel. This HA‘ARETZ reporter has learned that 
Communications Minister Mordekhay Tzipori discussed this with the management of 
the (GEC) company when he last visited Britain. He toured the company grounds and 
installations and discussed the possibility of purchasing communications equipment. 
ormer Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin also dealt with this during his London junket 
ist month, and even met with company President Lord (Weinstock), who is of Jewish 
incestry. The company Lord (Weinstock) established, which is currently a public 
iareholders company, is considered one of the world's largest in the field of 
ectronics. It specializes in developing nuclear knowhow and in the production of 
lear reactors. In the past it malntained contacts with the Tadiran subsidiary, 
‘rad. Last year the British company sold electricity-operated power stations to 
iraq, and it has vast commercial ties with the Arab world. [Report by corres- 
odent in Britain Yosi Melman] [Text] [TA181054 Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 18 
lan 82 p 2] 


»1L00/4707 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


URANIUM BOLSTERS STILFONTEIN, BUFFELSFONTEIN EARNINGS 
Johannseburg RAND CAILY MAIL in English 21 Jan 82 p ll 


[Article by John Mulcahy 





emerged as the unlike- 
ly star of Genera! Min- 
ing Union Corpora- 
tion’s December 
> wapland as it bolstered 

earnings of Stilfon- 
tein and Buffelsfontein. 


Net income from Chemwes 
rose to RiS240900 from 
Ril? 649 000, and the company 
Geciared a dividend tots) ling 
R6é million on December 2, of 
which R5 100 0 accrucs to 
SS% parent Stulfontein 

The dividend {rom 
Chemwes — it takes the total 
Gistribution by the uwraaium 

ation to RYO WO for 

— helped to boost Sul. 
fontein's taxed profit to 
Ris 084 00 for the ember 
quarter from P11 231 00 

A Gencor spokesman said 
yesterday that Chemwess 
marketing situation — i selis 
80% of its output to one cus 
tomer — reduced the oper 
ation’s future risk in the trou- 
bied uranium sector 

Chemwes's major custom. 
ef may pot be named because 
of the Atomic Energy Act 
ben, det the orice arrange 
ment is believed to be weil) 
above current spot market 
levels, and to be reasonably 
secure. 

Oxide production at 
Chemwes fei! to 162 304 kg 
from 168815 kg. and net in- 
come for the year was 
R42 193 000 A total of 
R31 7H 00 was appropriat- 
ed for capital expenditure 

Buffeisfonteins uranium 


_ Were wana 


working income rose to 
Re 135 from R4 860 000, 
and the mine received a 
R900 000 dividend from 
Chemwes. 
The profit on Buffels own 
uranium operalion was the 
since the December 
quarter. and reflects an 
improvemen! in volume 
sales on the spot market 
The mine has long-term 
uranium sales contracts unt! 
1985. but these represent a 


— of wtal 


WEST RAND CONS 
moved entirely into gold pro- 
duction in the December 
quarter and mil] throughput 
rose wo $32000 tons from 
277 600 tons, yiel TTL kg 
of gold compared with 550 kg 
in the September quarter 

The west plant us solely on 
gold production, and the tota) 
ore mulved iwcludes 197 260 
tons taken from the surface 
dumps aod treated in the 
west plant 

Working revenue on gold 
increased to R10 186 000 
from R824 000 Although 
cosis were down at 
Ri3 133 000 frorm R15 967 000, 
loss on 
go's of R2947 000 against 

7733000 in the previous 
quarter 

Uranium as bought to 
meet commitments, and in- 
come from this source rose to 
R4 455.00 from R3 978 000 
State aid almost halved to 
R2 576000 from R4 620 000. 
leaving taxed profit of 
R2 54) 000 against RS) 00 in 
the September quarter 


Capital expenditure at 
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STILFONTEIN fell to 
R2 027 000 from R2 960 000, 
and distributable earnings 
rose to 100c a share from 63c, 
taking earrungs for 1981 to 
Mic a share if subsidiary 
Chemwes is consolidated, it 
lakes the Tune's earnings to 
$82c, but this is not distribe- 
table as (he company has out- 
Standing loans of about RSt- 
muilon 

Chemwes will continue to 
have 2 positive impact on 
Stilfontemn’s results for the 
foreseeabie future 


BRACKEN'S increased 
tonnage was more than offset 
by a further decline im aver- 
age grade (see table). and 
= production fell to 864 kg 
rom 8694 Kg. 

Ao wcrease in capital ex- 
penditure and lower taxed 

i cut distributable earn- 

by half, and the mine ou 
pow uncomfortably in the 
break-up area at current gold 
prices. 


MARIFVALE must also 
be rated in Ube break-up cate 
gory although distributable 

in the December 

rose to iéc a share 

rom lic tbe previous 
quarter 

The mine's longer term de- 
pends on finding a oew 
source of surface tonnage or 
substantial additions to un- 
derground posta but this 
is Out of Lhe luop ai a gold 
price below $50 an ounce 


ST HELENA had a good! 
quarter with production 


from Ri 389 000 belped to lift 





from R31 848 000. 

Capital expenditure was 
higher at Rs 268000 com- 
ey with R2 424900. but 
EISA'’S spending piummet- 
ec to FR? 914000 from 
R24 083 000, and distributa- 
bie earnings rose to 223 
from \36c 


The mine pays no mining 
tax as the vaive of assets tak- 
en over from Beisa exceeds 
the taxable income for the 15 
months to December, Dut the 
company is suli liable for 
State's share of profits. This 
amounted to R2 088 000 in the 
December quarter compared 
with R2 823 000 

Stoping operations at 

began in September 
and limited quantities of goid 
and uranium have been 
recovered 

Development i in pro 

on all levels from A 

to 5 level, but oper- 
ations are being hampered 
by water interseclions 

In the December quarter 
1370 metres were advanced. 
while on the Beisa Reef, 89 
metres were advanced on 
ree{, and the 51 metres sam- 
pled showed average values 
of 4.1 gt of gold and 1.2589 
kg /t of uranium 


UNISEL was liable for tax 
for the first Ume, and the 
mine had an excellent oper- 
ational quarter, increasing 
tonnage to 300000 from 
270 00 and grade to 72 gt 
from 69 gt 

Pretax income rose by 
24% to R181i4000 from 
Ri46i7 000 but the tax 
charge of R6 133 000 reduced 
tazecd profit .© Ril 981 000 
from Ri4 617 000 

A further R2471 000 wn 
loans was repaid Capital ex 


omg rose to Bl 137 WO 
rom R792 000 


WINKELHAAK had a 
steady quarter. with output 
and average grade un 
changed, while the rise in re- 
Ceipts increased gold work 
ing revenue siignhtiy to 
R45 766 000 from R45 117 000 


Capita: expenditure at 
BEATRIX was R18 337 000, 
taking (be total spent so far 


tazed profit to Rss 665 e8 
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to R73 156 000. The No 1 andy 
No 2 shafts réiched 384 
metres anc 486 metres ree 
spectively. 


SUFFELSFONTEIN was 
aided by uranium imcome 
— is Own operation and 

Chemwes during the 
“totes quarter. and dis- 
tribuiable earnings rose 
slightly to i6ic a share from 
158¢ 

Mill throughput [cll by 
24000 tons, and this in-’ 
creased unit working costs by 
48% to RSS42 2 ton milled 
from 53,06 


A limited amount of devel- 

ment has been accom- 
pushed on the Black Reef at 
GROOTVLEIL, with $1 
metres being advanced on 
reef of whoch 47 metres were 
sampled ai a value of 10.1 gt 
over a channel width of 146 
centimetres 

A substantial reduction in 
tax and States share of prof- 
its to K2735 000 from 
R5 222 000 helped to boost 
taxed profit, and lower cap- 
ital expenditure jeft distribu- 
table earnings 71> higher at 
S8c against 34c in the Sep 
tember quarter 


After a good recovery in 
ibe Sepeeuaber quarter LES- 
LIE'S average grade dropped 
to 3.1 gt, its lowest in 4 year, 
aad compared with 3.4 g/t in 
the previous quarter 
A slight fail in output com- 
pounded ihe value problem, 
and gold working revenue 
amounted to R12 450 000 
red with R13 473 000 in 

the September quarter 
Overall Working costs rose 

by 44%. leaving taxed 
42% down at Ri 808 000 com- 
= with R3 123 000. Distri- 
utable earnings were 47% 
lower al & a share against 

ix 


KINROSS had a steady 
quarter with tonnage un- 
changed Average grade 
ar slightly to the levels 
of the March and June quar- 
ters last year 

Costs rose by 5% and ths 
reduced taxed profit to 
R9 209 WOO from R10 100 000. 
Distributable earnings fell to 
Sac a share trom 43¢ 








FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 





BRIEFS 


GORLEBEN INTERIM STORAGE DEPOT--A judgment of the Lueneburg panel of the State 
idministrative court which, by a temporary injunction had halted work on the 
p.anned interim storage depot for exhausted nuclear fuel elements at Gorleben, 

.to be distinguished from the explorations there regarding the appropriateness of 
the salt deposits for permanent storage) has been overruled by the senior adminis- 
trative court at Lueneburg upon the objection of the German Society for Recycling 
of Nuclear Fuels (DWK). Construction of the planned interim storage depot can thus 
continue; with its own temporary injunction the senior administrative court's 
action is final. The lower administrative court, when it issued its order to 
discontinue the work, had only made reference to an investiture of the property 
that had been earlier approved, having recognized the delaying effect that an appeal! 
upon its action would have in accordance with the old theory, which now has only 
Limited validity, the same being recognized by the senior court--as seen in the 
reversed Lueneburg decision also--that with each partial approval the further 
stages of work also had to be taken into account and considered, up to the point of 
its clarification. [Text] [Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 2 Jan 
82 p 4] 9878 


EXCESS ATOMIC WASTE--Ever since an order to halt storage at the experimenta! radio- 
active waste storage depot at the s.lt mining plant ‘Asse II" was issued at the 

end of 1978, nothing short of a “mountain of nuclear waste” has accumilated in the 
Federal Republic. In order to deal with it, almost all state collection stations 
have had to expand their capacities so as to tide them over until the opening of a 
proper interim storage depot or the planned terminal storage depot for nuclear 


wastes at Gorleben. As disclosed in the written response of Secretary of State 
wartkopf of the Federal Ministry of the Interior to a parliamentary question, 
published Monday in Bonn, a total of 57,300 drums of nuclear waste are stored 

vuclear power plants, in the 8 state collection centers and at large-scale 
esearch centers and throughout the nuclear-technical industry. [Text] 


inkfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 5 Jan 82 p 3] 9878 


9100/2071 END 
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